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AN APPRAISAL OF THE BOMBING O NORTH VIETNAM

Lffects on the DRV Economy:

1. (S/NFD) a. The cumulative economic losses caused by air
strikes in Norih Vietnam are still small in relation o total economic
activity because the targets attacked thus far have not been located
in areas of major econowic activity. However, there are now
considerably more indications of localized strains upon the economy,
most novably in food supply and distribution. The bombings of the
railwsy lines leading from Hanoi to the northwest and northeast are
Probably having a greater adverse effect on the economy than any
targets avtacked to date. . With the interdiction of three important
land lines of communication, domestic production, distribution, and
reconstruction are being curtailed and exports and imports are being
reduced. Another serious effect is the diversion of scarce resources
from productive uses to the repair of damaged facilities and develop-
ment and the use of alternate means of tramsportation. This
diversion has almost certainly retarded, if not stopped, work on a
auzoer of high priority economic construction projects. The
cgrabllities of North Vietnam's armed forces have not been affected
silgnificantly by attacks on economic facilities, but the movement of
personnel, equipment and supplies 1s being hampered by damaged
transporeation facilities. The armed forces place little direct
reliance on the North Vietnamese econowmy for materiel.

b. Damage to economic facilities and equipment is now
covinatel at between $15 and 16 million. Measurable indirect economic
Lowwes zuount to more than $8 million ~-- mainly reductions in foreign
nraee anc egricultural output. The direct economic losses that can
ez zeasured have fallen most heavily on the transport sector of the
econowy. The cost of permanent reconstruction of rail/highway
ridges would be on the order of $7 to 8 million and the replacement
or repair of destroyed or damaged transport equipament would cost an
additional $3.3 million. Reconstruction of the damaged electric
vower plants would cost sbout $4.5 million. Repair costs for the
vetroleun storage facilities are estimated at sbout $500 thousand.
The growiang loss of forelgn export earnings -- now totalling almost
$5 million == is appreciable, though not yet serious. In addition
there have been losses from lowered production. Most losses cannot
e guantified, but it is estimated that the poteatial reduction in
zoca-crops this year resulting from shortages of power for lrrigation
will amount to roughly $3.5 million. The cost of reconstruction,

eview(s) revlacement, and repair of damaged facilities if abtempted, would
eted. represent over T per cent of total annual investument in the economy

end about 15 per cent of annual investment in industry.

. EYCLUDID FROY AUTOVATIC |

|| RECRADING: DOD DIR 5200.10

o DOES NOT APPLY

n Approved-For-Reiease 2002/09/03 : CIA-RDP78502149R000100070019-3 :
_ SECRET NO' FOREIGN DISSEN




. .

.

e v e € o AT AT AT

ot Apprb');ed For Release 2002/09/03 : CIA-RDP78S02149R000100070019-3

‘ SECRET NO FOREIGY DISSEW;

¢. The official North Vietnam press has tacitly admitted
Tailure to carry out simultaneously all the necessary defense, re-
construction and production tasks. Party leaders have called for a
major reorganization of the Communist Party epparatus in order to
strengthen the provincial and disszic: comnittees of the Party.
These officials have Primary responsibility for directing defense
mobilization and nroduction in “heir respective regions. Thus
rroblems dn crgondoaticon ere compounding vhe chronic shortages of
skilled manpower which have become even more apparent during the
pericd of the air strikes. Large numbers of workers have been sent
soutnh 1o repair the damage. Their effectivensss has been impaired,
however, by severe local shortages of food and construction materials
caused by poor distribution and problems in transportation. Some
of the effects of the shortage of skilled manpovwer wmay be avoided,
however, by the arrival of additional Soviet and Chinese technical
bersonnel. North Vietnam is now receiving increasing numbers of
technical advisers to assist in reconstruction as well as quantities
of structural components and materials, not only from China, but
also from other Communist countries. The transfer of a considerable
portion of North Vietnam's limited resources of skilled labor and
construction materials to repsir and reconstruct the boubed facilities
coastitutes an appreciable drain in amounvs available for the planned
ilnvestment program and has required a reordering of investmeat
priorities. If orderly economic develcpment is to be continued,
there must bde a more rapid increase in aid from other Communist
countries than has been observed to date.

d. The most significant air strikes against transportation
o North Vietnam have been the boubing of two bridges on the Dong
cng-Henol rallroad line. The Dong Dang-Hanoi line is the principal
seans by which North Vietnam has- received imports of military
couipment and economic goods from Chine by land. The organization
o wlternative road and sea transportation to compensate for the
loss of through rail traffic will take some time. In the meantime,
the North Vietnamese will resort o temporary expedients to try to
keep military and high priority economic traffic moving past the
interdicted bridges. Continued interdiction of the line will have
serious conseguences in maintaining production of the two blast
furnaces at Thai Nguyen, North Vietnam's only izon and steel
complex, which has been receiving about 500 tons of coking coal
from China by rail each day.
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e. North Vietnam has made little progress in repairing
damaged electric power facilities. Damage to five power plants has
reduced the total generating capacity by 13.5 per cent, and has caused
winor curtallument of mining and industrial operations and loss of
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power For an irrigation sysvem. Destroyved petroleum storage

i ties reduced total capacity by 16.7 per cent. Since total

icnal capacity is large in relation ©o normal consumption, the

i 'hese facilities has had oanly a2 localized impact in the

n part of the cowmtry. Dislocoiions in telecommunicatlions

wecessitated the use of nricrities and alternate means of
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Thanh Hoa and Nghe An Provinces nave inote

on, and the effectivensss of »ostal service has declined.
s in an area south of Hanoi reportedly have been cut, and
028 are reported to be wvarticularly serious in the
covinces. The bombings of the ulerrlC power network in
neerrupted normal lrrlgatlou
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‘services which, if not restored, will cause a reduction in the fall

rice harvests in these areas. The volume of seaborne exports
continues to decline and the loss of foreign exchanoe earnings has
been intensified.

North Vietnamese Political and Public Reactions:

2. (8) a. There continues to be no basic change in Hanoi's
itude toward the war. Hanol continues to assert its determination
preus on with the war in South Vietnam despite the continuing

ition of the ailr war and the increase of US troops in the south.
derermination was evident in regime propaganda which placed
ial exphasis on assertions that the US is not prepvared to conduct
& prolonged war in Vietnam, but that the Vietnamese insurgents are
prepared to do so and have the necessary resources.
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v. On the subject of negotiations, Hanoli was uwnusually
vocal. Coverage of this issue ceatered on a Foreign Ministry
merorandum broadcast on 23 September. This and other statements
offered no policy departure from the "four-point stand” of 8 April.
Rabher, by vhrasing, euwphasis and omission, these statements tend
to convey the impression that Henol is endeavoring to clexifly its
vosition on settling the war and wo avoild locking itself into an
inflexible position on negotiations.

¢. There are no indications that the Henoi regime's
atvitude toward the war is beilng influenced to eny greater extent
than in the past by the reaction of the DRV papulace to the air
strikaes. The morale of the populace seems to be standing up fairly
well, although signs of deterioration in some quarters continue.
For the Tirst time in many weeks the regime did evidence some concern
over the effect that the air strikes were having on the populace.
A brosdcast directed to the populace of oae reglon of the country
chided them for failing to comply with the planned civil defense .
measures when strikes occur. The broadcast ileied that the local
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people had little regard Ffor the Governuent's plans and took their
own measures to protect themselves.

3. (8/8FD) a. Air strikes against North Vietnam have further
eroded naticnal capacities in measurable sres (see Tab A), while
far-ranging armed reconnaissance hos disrupsed moveuent along lines of
comgnicsvion and North Vietnamese attempts ot reconstruction. Further
reduction in natlonal capacities in certsin cat ﬂnorles will Dbe

ode

innibited to some extent by the heavy concentration of targets in the
seznetuary areas About 31 per cent of mar¢*1me ports, and about
60 per cent of POL, power plant, and rallroad yard capacities are
within the res t 1cted areas. However, only 10 per cent of barracks,
b per cent of supply and 15 per cent of ammunition storage
capacities are located in these areas. The conbtirnued absence of
revion of barracks, supply and ammunition depots confirms

r assessments that a large-scale dispersal of men and
materials Lo less vulnerable facilities has occurred. No

incdications of shortages of ammnition have been detected, and the
movenment of such materiel is given ©op priority on the di srupted
Transportation nets.

o'

. The four damaged airiields 1t Vinh, Dong Hoi, Na San,
end Dien Blen Phu remain unservicezble. The North Vietnamese appear
0 be aiscarding these racilities and concentrating on improving and
reactivating airfields in and nortia of the Hanoi arca.
S E D
c. Armed reconnalssance sorties approach 11,000, with an

attendant increase in destruction of surface vessels, vehicles and
railroad rolling stock. While these losses have disrupted North
Vietnamese operations, particularly in Military Region IV, they

are belng offset in part by increased aid from the Commnnlsu
counurlps. Slmilarlj, though our air operations have restricted
North Vietnam's freedom of movemhat, egpecilally in the southern
Provinces, infiltration of materiel to the Viet Cong continues.

d. Increased pressure has been placed on Hanoi by the
suscained alr attacks on the more sensitive llnes of communication
and on thelr supply base. Waille these operabions have not
significantly reduced North Vietnamese capabilities to conduct
current levels of defense operations, they have substantially
curvailed the PAVN's capebility to invade South Vietnam. Quick
on paid dividends last week when an air strike was launched

f
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agalﬁs an occupied SA-2 site near Xep Ha within 48 hours of the
site’s detection. The attack surprised the North Vietnamese and

li. »

Approved For Relq_g_{e‘:\'g?%@%ﬁ%.; e ‘ 5{3@5 3$02149R000100070019-3

FJn /i



Approved For Relea§e(20D2109(03~~ClA RDP]8,302149R000100070019 3

SLuacl U rUnsGrn DISSEM

resulted in destruction of missiles, radar vans, and missile
{ riers, marking the first st ccess“ul attack on such a sizte.
ses lncurred coastitute a sharp setback to North Vietnamese
he or augnenting SA-2 firing elements northeast of Hanoi.
Nevertheless, North Vietnam is steadily increasing its AAA and
SA-2 sites, . D“imarily in the Yen Bal and Lang Son areas, and SA-2
Tiring elements are now in overzuion to the south, east and north of
limnon, ' Tho mi alon of ‘hc arwed fowrces of the DRV is unchanged
and Includes: defending the homeland, 1afrin~ thelr own aad
ltration forces for South Vietnam and Leos, end Drov;dlnm
logistics support for thelr Torces and those Commnist force
Presently deployed in South Vietnem and Laos. To present, the
capability of North Vietnsm's srxmed forces to perform their
mission at current levels of activity, while hampered has not
been diminished to an appreciable degree.
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51 R“SU TS OF STRIXES ON DRV TARGELS o/ THRU TUESDAY 19 OCTOBER 1965 (KCTEL)
p ! A AT TA {
i i .’.u._\.JM.LJ
{ __TOTAL TARGETS | STRUSK -, i
IXED TARGETS | i 5 ! ; an
2 | ; o ! NG, STRIKE 7% OF NATIONAL ‘
| [Wo¥ RS P ATTLCK SORTLES CAPACYLTY DESTROYED
| X 155 34,10 39 | 9% =j_15]_ ) 2422 12,18
P0TS i 110.6 MTi 18 100 | 12 ! | | =i 3 1108 32.61
RAGE i |12 195.9% & : i 90 16.7
DIPOTS _ § 196 27,11 15 L2 D R S X i 9.28
STANTS 5 1797 i 5. St a5 {133 j 5
CUuE PORTS | 7.8 8T/dv 110 {98 | & o S i 187 5.7
VREDS t 21, ST/dy. 04 i1t % i 7.0 54 75 5.2
TVE PLANT | 1 MT |1 QG v L X0y 3 | 28 i 728
i ; g :
! ; i ; lunways cratered, 259
; ] ; puildings destx oyed at
RFLELDS ; 22 | 11 | & | 8 255  kirfields attacked.
; ] § ! i . éS% buildihgs destroyed
NAVAL BASES : 15 5 2 9 132 - bages attacked,
i % - ; ; 2/ 90 not useable.
SRIDGES j 476 62 P34 185 1468 !
g . ; ! | 2 destroyed.
COMMO INSTALL | 22 L5 7 ) 15 ;
g . i e/ 3 destreyed, 4 dameged,
R4DAR STTES i 29 27 I 1% 233 4 redeplioved prior to
] ; 3 GleLiCive
SAM SITES P29 7 L4 L 58
; [ destroyed.
LOCKS ! L8 8 1 1 2
(Dropped from Tgt lisc) e/
FERRIES ; 34 13 11 5 40
TOTAL SORXTIES: 6734 Results I
Armed Recce Sorties . Dastrovad Damaged
11,032 ‘Veszels 328 - 595
- Vehicles 422 452
RR Stock 181 491
2/ Assessments are based on best information received, will be refined as more accurate
information pecomes available.
5/ Strike plus flak suppression sorties, Sowme applied to multiple targets; im this
summ sicned to p:*nc1pal target,
=/ Nati ’ :saci:y in 1,000's where measurement shown.
i/ Perce £ nactional capacity where appropriate. .
2/ Also atvacks during armed recce and other missions.
£/ Also installations, AA sites, bridges, étc, attacked and road and wall cuts made.
{%) Thes are not additive, since the number of installatlons, both targeted anc
stru ma cases, apply to more than oae category of targets. (i.e., barracks,
supD zmo cepots).
SE: T ative purposes,
S w ammo storase capacity is 6,926,000 mztric tons (CONUS 5,719,000 MI).
TS w dwi militazy POL stouwigze canacfty s 15 2.52,000 ¥T; national US commercial
capacity is 151,325,000 MI; approximate Lverags $ value of 1 MT of POL products is $28.
US worldwide military supply cepot coverec suoraze Space is 137,105,000 sq. ft,
COXUS 121,300,000 sq. ft.).
Yoral k lowatt capacity of power plants serving metropolitan areas: New York - 7.6
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